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 ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) MSc Degree Programme in Soil Science

Background: 
Bunda College of Agriculture, a constituent college of the University of Malawi (UNIMA), is located in Lilongwe, Malawi’s Administrative Capital. Dedication to excellence and quality has assured UNIMA’s position as a premier teaching and research university in the country, thus earning itself the reputation of being the leading institution of higher learning in Malawi in terms of development of human resources and research output per annum since 1969.

UNIMA continues to be committed to excellence in the field of academics and in the resources the University offers to support staff and students. It is a top supplier of high-level human resources in the country, in terms of the number of graduates and also the variety of their fields of training. UNIMA respects diversity of people and Bunda College of Agriculture (BCA) is therefore people-centred and fundamentally committed to promote intellectual and social justice, so as to ensure ethnic and gender equality in all spheres of its institutional life. 
With the support of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), BCA has developed a two- year coursework and research MSc degree programme in Soil Science, which it will start running with effect from January, 2011. The programme will be hosted in the Department of Crop and Soil Sciences in the Faculty of Agriculture at BCA. The ultimate goal of the programme is to improve sustainable agricultural productivity in Malawi and Mozambique by developing and strengthening human and institutional capacity to generate innovative and adaptable technologies required for stemming the rapid soil fertility degradation in each of the two countries.
Call for Applications: 
Admission Requirements: 
Eligible candidates for the programme shall be Mozambican and Malawian nationals already working in National Agricultural Research Institutions, Universities and Ministries of Agriculture or who will be guaranteed job placement upon completion of their programme of study. An appropriate (1st Class or 2nd Upper Division) BSc Honours degree or its equivalent in agricultural, or related, field of study from a recognised University is a prerequisite for admission. An average of not less than 60% is required in the honours year of study for admission to the MSc programme in Soil Science. We actively encourage applications from suitable female candidates.

Prospective candidates will be required to submit duly completed application forms (available at www.bunda.unima.mw), accompanied by their curriculum vitae, copies of degree certificates and transcripts, and a brief concept note of the expected MSc research. Successful candidates will be required to take formal study leave from their employers and provide evidence of re-integration into their current place of work to support research and development activities in their respective institutions.
Eligibility: 
Candidates will be expected to be nationals of Malawi and Mozambique.

Scholarships: 
AGRA will grant full scholarships to some selected candidates on competitive basis, covering tuition, accommodation, book allowance, stipend, and research cost from the programme. Female candidates will be given priority for scholarship awards.
Selection Criteria 
A panel of local academics will be constituted to examine applications, short-list potential applicants, and conduct interviews to select suitable candidates for the program. Applications should be directed to: 

The Registrar, 

Bunda College of Agriculture 

University of Malawi, P.O. Box 219, Lilongwe, Malawi 

E-mail: registrar@bunda.unima.mw 

Closing date: 31 August, 2010. On-line applications with scanned copies of attachments are acceptable.
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