
[image: image1.png]



SOKOINE UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE

DIRECTORATE OF RESEARCH & POSTGRADUATE STUDIES

REGIONAL PhD PROGRAMME IN SOIL AND WATER MANAGEMENT 

ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

Background

Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA) in collaboration with the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) and through the support of the Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) wishes to announce and call for applications from candidates in Eastern, Central and Southern Africa (ECSA) region to join a recently developed PhD with Coursework Programme in “SOIL AND WATER MANAGEMENT”.

This will be a 4-year PhD programme with course work and research in the fields of Integrated Soil Fertility Management (ISFM), Soil Water Management (SWM) and Agricultural Land Resource Planning (ALRP) with effect from January 2010. The candidates will be required to choose and specialize in any one of these areas. The programme had been developed with support from RUFORUM and Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and in collaboration with other regional stakeholders in the region.

The coursework curriculum for this programme is also designed to address the broad perspectives of rural development paradigms and competences for all candidates. The programme is designed to strengthen the capacities of participating Universities to foster innovations responsive to demands of smallholder farmers through the training of high quality researchers, the output of impact oriented research, and the maintenance of collaborative working relations among researchers, farmers, national agricultural research institutions, and governments.

The programme will be hosted in the Department of Soil Science. However the management of the programme including course delivery and students’ research supervision will be done in collaboration with other Departments including Agricultural Engineering and Land use Planning, Crop Science and Production, Agricultural Education and Extension and Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness. Other stakeholders including experts and scientists from Universities and research organizations within and outside the Eastern, Central and Southern Africa region will also be engaged in teaching of courses and supervision of students’ research. The involvement of partners from the region will take advantage of the existing regional integration and endowments among RUFORUM member Universities in sharing available resources to enhance the quality of postgraduate programmes in the region.

The programme goal is in line with AGRA’s main goal which is to enhance human capital for soil health research and extension and also in line with SCARDA (Strengthening Capacity for Agricultural Research for Development in Africa) programme which targets human resource capacity building at postgraduate levels with broad perspective of development paradigms and competences.

All candidates will be required to take common crosscutting courses covering research methodologies, scientific writing and presentation skills, climate change mitigation and adaptation in agriculture and communication and leadership for development. Based on the research interest, each candidate will be required to take courses in any one of the following areas (modules) of specialization:

i)
Integrated Soil Fertility Management

ii)
Soil Water Management; and

iii)
Agricultural Land Resource .

All courses related to soil fertility, plant nutrition, crop agronomy, soil health; soil plant-water relations and soil organic matter dynamics and management are under ‘Integrated soil fertility management’ module. Also, the programme provides opportunity for candidates to take courses that have been designed to address agricultural education and extension aspects including Participatory approach methods and development (including soil health research and extension); and courses that will impart entrepreneurial and business management skills to the candidates. The first year of study will be devoted to taught and examinable courses and research proposal preparation and the rest of time to research and preparation of a dissertation.

Call for applications

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates to apply for admission in this PhD programme. We actively encourage applications from suitable female candidates.
Scholarships

A limited number of scholarships will be available on a regional and competitive basis. Qualified women candidates are strongly encouraged to apply. In case of equal qualification, female candidates will be given preference. Candidates with other sources of funding are also encouraged to apply.

Admission requirements and mode of application

Applicants must have at least an M.Sc. Degree in areas of: soil/agricultural/earth/environmental sciences, land and water management, or any other relevant field from a recognized University or equivalent institution. Applicants must fill in application forms (available at http://www.suanet.ac.tz/drpgs/ application.html) and submit the same accompanied with their CV, copies of degree certificates and transcripts and a brief concept note of the expected PhD research.

Prospective candidates should apply directly to:

The Director,

Research and Postgraduate Studies, Sokoine University of Agriculture,

P.O. Box 3151,

Chuo Kikuu, MOROGORO, 
Tanzania.

Attention: Dr. A.K. Kaaya

Deputy Dean (Academic),

Faculty of Agriculture.

Fax: +255 232604649
Email:
akaaya@suanet.ac.tz
abelkaaya@yahoo.co.uk
Website: http://www.suanet.ac.tz /drpgs/index.html)

The application letter should give the full name, contact address, telephone/fax number and Email

address.
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